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Resources for Gardening with Native Plants
Compiled by the Farmscape Ecology Program (www.hawthornevalleyfarm.org/fep or fep@hawthornevalleyfarm.org) in 2010 based on suggestions from Judy Sullivan (Project Native), Ruth Dufault (Bittersweet Gardens), and materials available in the Creekhouse Reading Room (marked with *)

FIELD GUIDES 

(these are just some of our favorites, feel free to ask or browse for additional guides in the Creekhouse Reading Room)
A Field Guide to the Ecology of Eastern Forests: North America by John Kricher

(One of the Peterson Field Guide series and my favorite starting place.  A fascinating and thoroughly enjoyable read that enhances your outdoor experience and, if used at bedtime, you’ll fall asleep with a smile on your face. JS)
Eastern Forests by Amy Sutton and Myron Sutton

(An Audubon Society nature guide with photos. JS)
Field Guide to New England by Peter Alden and Brian Cassie

(National Audubon Society guide, also with photos of plants, animals and insects. JS)
*A Sierra Club Naturalist’s Guide: Southern New England by Neil Jorgensen

(one of Conrad’s favorite regional field guides, which applies reasonably well to our area)

*Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide by Lawrence Newcomb 

and the classic *Field Guide to Wildflowers by Roger Tory Peterson and Margaret McKenny
(These are the two plant guides I routinely carry with me. Probably the Peterson because I am so used to it and the quick-and-easy color-sorted access. Newcomb’s includes more species, e.g., quite a few shrubs, some illustrations are better, and it has a nice and easy key for identifying totally unknown plants. C.K-V) 
Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Wildflowers

Beginner’s Guide to Wild Plants of the Northeast by Hudsonia/Millbrook Garden Club
*A Field Guide to the Ferns and their related families by Boughton Cobb

(Another in the Peterson Field Guide series.  Much of the nomenclature is outdated, but the illustrations are very good. JS)
*Grasses by Lauren Brown

(Not enough species, but the only book around that isn’t a technical key and doesn’t require a microscope. A nice introduction.) 

*A Field Guide to the Animals of Vernal Pools by Leo P. Kenney and Matthew R. Burne

(Produced by the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of Massachusetts. A GREAT little 72 pg. glossy book.  Wonderful photos and packed with information, especially for its size.  Available through the Vernal Pool Association www.vernalpool.org. The organization has many excellent books, maps and stuff particular to Massachusetts and environs.)
Pond and Brook by Michael Caduto

(For the real pond afficionado. JS)
Stokes Beginner’s Guide to Dragonflies by Blair Nikula, Jackie Sones, Donald and Lillian Stokes

Butterflies Through Binoculars by Jeffrey Glassburg

(Lovely color plates. Lots of information and region maps for each species. JS)
Butterflies of the East Coast by Rick Ceck and Guy Tudor

(the most comprehensive resource on our butterflies; not really a field guide format, but it has been Conrad’s main resource for really learning his butterflies and the book held up reasonably well in the field…)
Peterson’s First Guide to Caterpillars by Amy Bartlett Wright

(I wish that she would write a second guide, as well. JS)
*Caterpillars of Eastern North America by David L. Wagner

(Our favorite caterpillar book. Has both moth and butterfly, as well as a picture of sawfly larvae. Only problem is that there’s not a way to key them out by a specific feature. There’s a lot of page thumbing. But, it’s wonderful!)
BOOKS on ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES

*Wetland, Woodland, Wildland: A guide to the natural communities of Vermont by Elizabeth H. Thompson and Eric R. Sorenson

(although written for Vermont, much of this book applies quite well to our area. It is the most beautiful description of natural communities we know of and an inspiration for what might be done for our region in the future. CV&C.K-V)

*Ecological Communities of New York State by Carol Reschke

(this is the New York version, useful but not quite as appealingly presented as the one for Vermont. A revised and expanded edition of the Ecological Communities of New York State by Edinger et al. is available on the internet http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/29384.html; in addition, the New York Natural Heritage Program has posted very nice Community Guides for most Ecological Communities in the State at http://www.acris.nynhp.org/ C.K-V)

*Biodiversity Assessment Manual for the Hudson River Corridor by Erik Kiviat & Gretchen Stevens

(a wonderful regional resource with detailed community descriptions; also available on the internet at http://nysl.nysed.gov/Archimages/3791.PDF C.K-V)

*Hudson River Estuary Wildlife and Habitat Conservation Framework: An approach for conserving biodiversity in the Hudson River Estuary Corridor by Mark E. Penhollow et al.
(another regional resource with detailed descriptions of significant habitats and biodiversity areas; also available on the internet at http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/5096.html C.K-V)
*Flora of the Columbia County Area, New York by Rogers McVaugh
(one of the best County Floras available and still considered an excellent source to learn about the ecology of our county and about its wild-growing plants; sold at the NYS Museum)

BOOKS on GARDEN ECOLOGY, PLANTS AND INSECTS - CULTIVATION
Growing Wildflowers by Marie Sperka

Handbook of Wildflower Cultivation by Taylor and Hamblin

Growing and Propagating Wildflowers by Phillips

Roadside Use of Native Plants by Harper Lore

American Plants for American Gardens by Roberts and Rehmann

Reading the Landscape by Watts

*The Organic Gardener’s Book of Natural Insect and Disease Control by Barbara W. Ellis and Fern Marshall Bradley

(You don’t really want to kill them. But, if you must… JS)
Ecology for Gardeners by Steven B. Carroll and Steven D. Salt

(Strong overview of ecology in a gardening context. Genetics, nutrient cycles, tropisms, microorganisms, etc. JS)
*Weeds of the Northeast by Richard H Uva; Joseph C. Neal and Joseph M. Ditomaso

(Excellent photos (both at seedling and mature stages) and text for more weeds than you’ve ever seen in your garden. JS)
Native Trees, Shrubs, And Vines For Urban And Rural America: A Planting Design Manual For Environmental Designers by Gary L. Hightshoe. 

The Wild Lawn Handbook: Alternatives To The Traditional Front Lawn by Stevie Daniels

The Once and Future Forest : A Guide to Forest Restoration Strategies by Leslie Jones Sauer and Ian McHarg

Natural Landscaping: Designing with Native Plant Communities by John Diekelmann and Robert Schuster

The Natural Habitat Garden by Ken Druse

Noah’s Garden: Restoring the Ecology of Our Own Backyards by Sara Stein

(A classic and still one of the most valuable after all of these years.)
Native Trees, Shrubs and Vines by William Cullina

Growing and Propagating Wildflowers by William Cullina

Native Ferns, Moss and Grasses by William Cullina

Understanding Orchids by William Cullina
(William Cullina worked as propagator for the New England Wildflower Society. Excellent writing and photos. Clear information. JS)
*Bringing Nature Home by Douglas Tallamy

(Doug is an entomologist in Delaware who writes well, lectures even better and provides an excellent resource on the relationship between insects and native plants. JS)
Brooklyn Botanical Garden Publications:

· Going Native – Handbook #140

· Native Perennials – Handbook #146

· Gardening with Wildflowers and Native Plants

· Invasive Plants – Handbook #149

· Gardening for Wildlife – Plants&Gardens, Vol.43 #3

Project Native Catalogs

(great information on site and cultivation requirements, as well as wildlife value of a large selection of plants native to our region. C.K-V)
INTERNET RESOURCES
USDA Plants www.Plants.USDA.gov
(plenty of info about all the plants found in North America; good place to start to look for plant pictures, info about invasiveness, geographic range, etc.)

New York Natural Heritage Program www.acris.nynhp.org/
(strongly recommended for their excellent web-pages on rare plants and animals as well as ecological communities, look for “Plant Guides”, “Animal Guides”, and “Community Guides”)
New York Invasive Species Clearinghouse www.nyis.info
(info on invasive plants and animals)

USDA Forest Service www.na.fs.fed.us
(There is lots of info to be found on the website with downloadable pdf files. JS) 
Cornell’s Attracting Birds www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/attracting  
Northern Woodlands Magazine and website  www.northernwoodlands.org  
(Always an interesting read and the website has some of their featured articles.)
Bug Guide www.bugguide.net
(An online resource/message group for info about bugs. JS)
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ORGANIZATIONS
New England Wildflower Society www.newfs.org
New York Flora Association www.nyflora.org
(The website also contains a link to the New York Atlas of Plants, which can sort plants by county, if desired, and has a search feature. Offer fieldtrips and other opportunities to get to know native plants) 

Berkshire Botanical Garden www.berkshirebotanical.org
Cary Institute of Ecosystems Studies/ Cary Arboretum www.ecostudies.org
Hudsonia www.hudsonia.org
(long-term ecological research and education up and down the Hudson; amongst their many excellent projects, they produce habitat maps at the town scale and also have a wonderful Biodiversity Education Program servicing municipalities)

Connecticut College Arboretum www.conncoll.edu/green/arbo/index
Project Native www.projectnative.org
(native plant nursery and environmental education center in Housatonic, MA)

Farmscape Ecology Program www.hawthornevalleyfarm.org/fep
(research and education about nature and (agri-)culture in Columbia County; sign up for monthly “Know-your-place Nuggets” e-mail, come to ecology walks, participate in ecological or cultural research)

Humboldt Field Research Institute and Eagle Hill Foundation www.eaglehill.us
 (Week-long intensive seminars on a range of natural history topics. Located in Steuben, Maine. Expensive, but well worth saving for.)

GARDENING ASSOCIATIONS AND CONFERENCES
Ecological Landscaping Association www.ela-ecolandscapingassn.org
(Promotes design, installation and maintenance of landscapes in an ecologically responsible manner. Different levels of membership. JS) 

Native Plants in the Landscape Conference www.millersvillenativeplants.org
(Yearly three day conference the purpose of which is to encourage use of native plants, ecological land management and sustainable landscapes in the Mid-Atlantic and New England regions. JS)
Mad Gardeners Symposium www.madgardeners.org
(Held in Falls Village, CT in early March of every year. Symposia are excellent. JS) 

NATIVE PLANT NURSERIES: 

Project Native www.projectnative.org
342 North Plain Road (Rt. 41), Housatonic, MA 01236; Catalogue
Catskill Native Nursery www.catskillnativenursery.com
607 Samsonville Rd., Kerhonkson, NY, phone: (845) 626-2758
Nasami Farm (NEWFS) www.newfs.org/visit/nasami-farm
128 North St., Whately, MA 01373; phone: (413) 397-9922 (April-June/Sept-Oct)
New England Wild Flower Society www.newfs.org
180 Hemenway Rd., Framingham, MA 01701
Wild Earth Native Plant Nursery 
49 Mead Ave., Freehold, NJ 07728; phone: (908) 308-9777; Catalogue


Prairie Nursery www.prairienursery.com
PO Box 306, Westfield, WI 53964; Catalogue

